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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS (FAO)
The state of food security and nutrition in the 
world 2017. Building resilience for peace and 
food security. Rome: Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations. 2017; 119 p. ISBN 978 92 
510 9888 2 The report warns that the greater number 
of conflicts, whose impacts are often exacerbated by cli-
mate-related shocks, is one of the main drivers behind 
the fact that after steadily declining for over a decade, 
global hunger appears to be on the rise once more. This 
is threatening to derail the international commitment 
to end hunger and all forms of malnutrition by 2030. 
Furthermore, the report examines the ways in which 
food insecurity can trigger conflicts, and provides valu-
able insights into how food security can help prevent 
the outbreak of unrest and violence. The publication is 
the result of a collaboration of FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, 
WHO and WFP, and is a first step towards a compre-
hensive global analysis of the links between food secu-
rity and nutrition. For the first time, the digital version 
of this report is available in all official UN languages.
Evaluation of the Project “Voices of the Hungry”. 
Rome: Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unit-
ed Nations. 2018; 15 p. Job Number: I9283EN Assess-
ing the levels of hunger and food insecurity is essential 
for alerting decision makers, ensuring accountability, 
and developing and monitoring policies aimed at ad-
dressing hunger. The “Voices of the Hungry” Project is 
an effort to develop a global Food and Nutrition Secu-
rity indicator based on people’s own perceptions of hun-
ger. Building on prior experiences of partners, FAO de-
veloped the Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES), 
an experience-based measurement tool consisting of a 
set of questions about people’s access to adequate food. 
The project has achieved remarkable results. It con-
tracted the Gallup World Poll to apply the FIES survey 
module to at least 140 countries from 2014 to 2016, to 
test the robustness of the FIES in different cultures, 
languages and livelihood conditions. It also provided 
support to around 60 countries to integrate the FIES in 
their national surveys. FIES was endorsed as an official 
indicator to monitor SDG2 - End Hunger, achieve food 
security and improved nutrition and promote sustain-
able agriculture.
Soil pollution: a hidden reality. Rome: Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 2018; 
156 p. Job Number: I9283EN ISBN 978 92 513 0505 
8 This document presents key messages and the state-
of-the-art of soil pollution, its implications on food 
safety and human health. It aims to set the basis for 
further discussion during the forthcoming Global Sym-
posium on Soil Pollution (GSOP18), held at FAO HQ 
from May 2nd to 4th 2018. The publication has been 
reviewed by the Intergovernmental Technical Panel 
on Soil (ITPS) and contributing authors. It addresses 
scientific evidences on soil pollution and highlights the 
need to assess the extent of soil pollution globally in or-
der to achieve food safety and sustainable development. 
This is linked to FAO’s strategic objectives, especially 
SO1, SO2, SO4 and SO5 because of the crucial role 
of soils to ensure effective nutrient cycling to produce 
nutritious and safe food, reduce atmospheric CO2 and 
N2O concentrations and thus mitigate climate change, 
develop sustainable soil management practices that en-
hance agricultural resilience to extreme climate events 
by reducing soil degradation processes.
Pesticide residues in food 2017. Joint FAO/WHO 
Meeting - Evaluations 2017 Part I – Residues. 
Rome: Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unit-
ed Nations. 2018; 2434 p. (FAO Plant Production and 
Protection Paper; 233) Job Number: I8584EN ISBN 
978 92 513 0330 6 The FAO and WHO Joint Meet-
ing on Pesticide Residues (JMPR) is an expert ad hoc 
body administered jointly by FAO and WHO with the 
purpose of harmonizing the requirement and the risk 
assessment of pesticide residues. The JMPR meets an-
nually to evaluate possible hazards to humans arising 
from the occurrence of pesticide residues in foods. The 
Evaluation monographs of pesticide residues in food 
2017 -Part I includes a summary of the residue data 
considered by the 2017 JMPR. The JMPR is the only 
scientific advisory body to service the Codex and FAO 
member countries in risk assessment of pesticide resi-
dues and in establishment of Codex MRL in food and 
feed.
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)
Key facts about major deadly diseases. Geneva: 
World Health Organization. 2018, 256 p. CHF 50.00 
/ US $ 60.00 Order number: 19300399 ISBN 978 92 
415 6553 0 This manual provides concise and up-to-
date knowledge on 15 infectious diseases that have the 
potential to become international threats, and tips on 
how to respond to each of them. The 21st century has 
already been marked by major epidemics. Old diseases 
- cholera, the plague and yellow fever - have returned, 
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and new ones have emerged - SARS, pandemic influ-
enza, MERS, Ebola and Zika. These epidemics and 
their impact on global public health have convinced 
the world’s governments of the need for a collective and 
coordinated defense against emerging public health 
threats and accelerated the revision of the International 
Health Regulations (2005), entered into force in 2007. 
Another Ebola epidemic, another plague epidemic or a 
new influenza pandemic are not mere probabilities, the 
threat is real. Whether transmitted by mosquitoes, oth-
er insects, via contact with animals or person-to-person, 
the only major uncertainty is when and where they, or 
a new, but equally lethal epidemic, will emerge. These 
diseases all have the potential to spread internationally 
highlighting the importance of immediate and coordi-
nated response. The diseases covered are: Ebola virus 
disease, Lassa fever, Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fe-
ver, yellow fever, Zika, Chikungunya, avian and other 
zoonotic influenza, seasonal influenza, pandemic influ-
enza, Middle-East respiratory syndrome (MERS), chol-
era, monkeypox, the plague, leptospirosis and meningo-
coccal meningitis. 
What constitutes an effective and efficient pack-
age of services for the prevention, diagnosis, treat-
ment and care of tuberculosis among refugees 
and migrants in the WHO European Region? Ge-
neva: World Health Organization. 2018, 70 p. (Themed 
issues on migration and health; VIII; Health Evidence Net-
work Synthesis Report; 56) CHF 25.00 / US $ 30.00 Or-
der number: 13400194 ISBN 978 92 890 5310 5 The 
report identified relevant documents through an evi-
dence review of the peer-reviewed and grey literature 
in English and Russian, including websites of relevant 
national and international organizations and ministries 
of health across the WHO European Region. Publi-
cations reporting data on packages of care for TB in 
refugees and migrants were included and relevant data 
extracted and synthesized using a narrative approach 
to identify approaches being implemented across the 
Region. Efforts were made to capture relevant data 
from eastern Europe and the Russian Federation, in 
addition to western Europe. Although the main focus 
was on active TB, consideration was also given to latent 
TB (LTBI), drug-resistant TB and TB/HIV in migrant 
populations There were significant variations identi-
fied across the Region in terms of levels of migration 
and burden of TB in refugees and migrants, as well as 
in approaches to the prevention, detection and treat-
ment of TB, with low quality of evidence in most cas-
es. However, the data highlighted some features that 
might guide policy-making and service development 
in this area. Because of the diversity of settings across 
the WHO European Region, it is unlikely that a single 
harmonized approach to management of TB among 
migrants will be effective or efficient. However, some 
policy options can be derived from the analysis for con-
sideration.
WHO recommendations: intrapartum care for 
a positive childbirth experience. Geneva: World 
Health Organization. 2018, 200 p. ISBN 978 92 415 
5021 5 This up-to-date, comprehensive and consoli-
dated guideline on essential intrapartum care brings to-
gether new and existing WHO recommendations that, 
when delivered as a package, will ensure good-quality 
and evidence-based care irrespective of the setting or 
level of health care. The recommendations presented 
in this guideline are neither country nor region specific 
and acknowledge the variations that exist globally as to 
the level of available health services within and between 
countries. The guideline highlights the importance of 
woman-centred care to optimize the experience of la-
bour and childbirth for women and their babies through 
a holistic, human rights-based approach. It introduces 
a global model of intrapartum care, which takes into 
account the complexity and diverse nature of prevailing 
models of care and contemporary practice. The recom-
mendations in this guideline are intended to inform the 
development of relevant national- and local-level health 
policies and clinical protocols. Therefore, the target au-
dience includes national and local public health policy-
makers, implementers and managers of maternal and 
child health programmes, health care facility managers, 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), professional 
societies involved in the planning and management of 
maternal and child health services, health care profes-
sionals (including nurses, midwives, general medical 
practitioners and obstetricians) and academic staff in-
volved in training health care professionals.
WHO Expert Committee on Drug Dependence. 
Thirty-ninth report. Geneva: World Health Organi-
zation. 2018, 56 p. (WHO Technical Report Series; 1009) 
CHF 25.00 / US $ 30.00 Order number: 11001009 
ISBN 978 92 412 1018 8 This report presents the rec-
ommendations of the thirty-ninth WHO Expert Com-
mittee on Drug Dependence (ECDD). The ECDD 
is responsible for the assessment of psychoactive sub-
stances for possible scheduling under the international 
drug control conventions. The ECDD reviews the ther-
apeutic usefulness, the liability for abuse and depend-
ence, and the public health and social harm of each sub-
stance. The ECDD will advise the Director-General of 
WHO, to schedule or to amend the scheduling status of 
a substance. The Director General will, as appropriate, 
communicate the recommendations to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who will in turn com-
municate the advice to the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs (CND). The report summarizes the review of 
16 substances and the ECDD recommendations for 
the scheduling of 12 substances. The report also con-
tains updates from international bodies concerned with 
controlled substances, as well as summaries of the fol-
low-up on the recommendations made at the previous 
Committee meeting. Issues identified for consideration 
at future Expert Committee meetings are also covered.
